
 

 

Beecher Presbyterian Church                    April 10, 2022 

Palm/Passion Sunday  
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*Indicates to please rise either in body or spirit 
Bold text indicates unison response 

 
Gathering Music                 Judy Smith 
 

Welcome, Concerns & Announcements 
 

Opening Sentences 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
This is the day the Lord has made. 
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Let us rejoice and be glad. 
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

*Hymn #89                           “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”          
 

Call to Confession                                                                        
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                          

Triumphant God, we join the crowds of the ages 
in shouting your praises. While our lips give you glory, 
our lives seldom reflect your purposes. 
We sing easily of your greatness, 
but living faithfully is often beyond us. 
We hear of your salvation, yet sin is still close and real, 
daily leading us away from you. 
Have mercy on us. Ride into our hearts with healing grace. 
Forgive what we have done and direct who we shall be. 
Lord, save us. Hosanna! Time for silent prayer and reflection. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                       
He who rode into Jerusalem, struggled on the cross, 
and was sealed in a tomb is risen from the dead! 
Jesus Christ has defeated sin forever. This is good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 



 

 

*Response #579               “Glory Be to the Father”                                                            
 

 

The Lenten Wreath Litany                                                                              
Let us enter God’s gates of justice with thankful hearts. 
Everyone is invited to enter. 
This is God’s day to celebrate. 
Palm branches mark our celebration 

 

Extinguishing the Sixth Candle 
 

The Word is Read and Proclaimed 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                               
O Lord of light and salvation, let these words of Scripture 
live not only in our mouths, but in our hearts, 
that we will embody your truth and confess with our lives 
that Jesus is Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                         Luke 22:14 -38  

The Passover meal 
14 When the time came, Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles 
joined him. 15 He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer. 16 I tell you, I won’t eat it until it is fulfilled in God’s 
kingdom.” 17 After taking a cup and giving thanks, he said, “Take this and 
share it among yourselves. 18 I tell you that from now on I won’t drink from 
the fruit of the vine until God’s kingdom has come.” 19 After taking the bread 
and giving thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, 
he took the cup after the meal and said, “This cup is the new covenant by my 
blood, which is poured out for you. 
21 “But look! My betrayer is with me; his hand is on this table. 22 The Human 
One goes just as it has been determined. But how terrible it is for that person 
who betrays him.” 23 They began to argue among themselves about which of 
them it could possibly be who would do this. 
 



 

 

The disciples debate greatness 
24 An argument broke out among the disciples over which one of them 
should be regarded as the greatest. 
25 But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles rule over their subjects, 
and those in authority over them are called ‘friends of the people.’ 26 But 
that’s not the way it will be with you. Instead, the greatest among you must 
become like a person of lower status and the leader like a servant. 27 So which 
one is greater, the one who is seated at the table or the one who serves at the 
table? Isn’t it the one who is seated at the table? But I am among you as one 
who serves. 
28 “You are the ones who have continued with me in my trials. 29 And I confer 
royal power on you just as my Father granted royal power to me. 30 Thus you 
will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones 
overseeing the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Peter’s denial predicted 
31 “Simon, Simon, look! Satan has asserted the right to sift you all like 
wheat. 32 However, I have prayed for you that your faith won’t fail. When you 
have returned, strengthen your brothers and sisters.” 
33 Peter responded, “Lord, I’m ready to go with you, both to prison and to 
death!” 
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster won’t crow today before you 
have denied three times that you know me.” 
Call for preparedness 
35 Jesus said to them, “When I sent you out without a wallet, bag, or sandals, 
you didn’t lack anything, did you?” 
They said, “Nothing.” 
36 Then he said to them, “But now, whoever has a wallet must take it, and 
likewise a bag. And those who don’t own a sword must sell their clothes and 
buy one. 37  I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in relation to 
me: And he was counted among criminals. Indeed, what’s written about me is 
nearing completion.” 
38 They said to him, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” 
He replied, “Enough of that!” 
 



 

 

Special Music                                Judy Smith 
 

Gospel Reading                            Luke 22:39-71 
Jesus in prayer 
39 Jesus left and made his way to the Mount of Olives, as was his custom, and 
the disciples followed him. 40 When he arrived, he said to them, “Pray that 
you won’t give in to temptation.” 41 He withdrew from them about a stone’s 
throw, knelt down, and prayed. 42 He said, “Father, if it’s your will, take this 
cup of suffering away from me. However, not my will but your will must be 
done.” 43 Then a heavenly angel appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 He 
was in anguish and prayed even more earnestly. His sweat became like drops 
of blood falling on the ground. 45 When he got up from praying, he went to 
the disciples. He found them asleep, overcome by grief. 46 He said to 
them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray so that you won’t give in to 
temptation.” 
Jesus’ arrest 
47 While Jesus was still speaking, a crowd appeared, and the one called Judas, 
one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him. 
48 Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Human One with a kiss?” 
49 When those around him recognized what was about to happen, they said, 
“Lord, should we fight with our swords?” 50 One of them struck the high 
priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. 
51 Jesus responded, “Stop! No more of this!” He touched the slave’s ear and 
healed him. 
52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and 
the elders who had come to get him, “Have you come with swords and clubs 
to arrest me, as though I were a thief? 53 Day after day I was with you in the 
temple, but you didn’t arrest me. But this is your time, when darkness rules.” 
Peter denies knowing Jesus 
54 After they arrested Jesus, they led him away and brought him to the high 
priest’s house. Peter followed from a distance. 55 When they lit a fire in the 
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 
56 Then a servant woman saw him sitting in the firelight. She stared at him 
and said, “This man was with him too.” 
57 But Peter denied it, saying, “Woman, I don’t know him!” 



 

 

58 A little while later, someone else saw him and said, “You are one of them 
too.” 
But Peter said, “Man, I’m not!” 
59 An hour or so later, someone else insisted, “This man must have been with 
him, because he is a Galilean too.” 
60 Peter responded, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about!” At that 
very moment, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord 
turned and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the Lord’s 
words: “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And 
Peter went out and cried uncontrollably. 
Jesus taunted 
63 The men who were holding Jesus in custody taunted him while they beat 
him. 64 They blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly, “Prophesy! Who hit 
you?” 65 Insulting him, they said many other horrible things against him. 
Jesus before the Jerusalem leadership 
66 As morning came, the elders of the people, both chief priests and legal 
experts, came together, and Jesus was brought before their council. 
67 They said, “If you are the Christ, tell us!” 
He answered, “If I tell you, you won’t believe. 68 And if I ask you a question, 
you won’t answer. 69 But from now on, the Human One will be seated on the 
right side of the power of God.”  
70 They all said, “Are you God’s Son, then?” 
He replied, “You say that I am.” 
71 Then they said, “Why do we need further testimony? We’ve heard it from 
his own lips.” 

Hymn #84                      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

Gospel Reading                                                                           Luke 23: 1-56  
Jesus before Pilate 
23 The whole assembly got up and led Jesus to Pilate and 2 began to accuse 
him. They said, “We have found this man misleading our people, opposing 
the payment of taxes to Caesar, and claiming that he is the Christ, a king.” 
3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus replied, “That’s what you say.” 



 

 

4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no legal basis for 
action against this man.” 
5 But they objected strenuously, saying, “He agitates the people with his 
teaching throughout Judea—starting from Galilee all the way here.” 
Jesus before Herod 
6 Hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that 
Jesus was from Herod’s district, Pilate sent him to Herod, who was also in 
Jerusalem at that time. 8 Herod was very glad to see Jesus, for he had heard 
about Jesus and had wanted to see him for quite some time. He was hoping 
to see Jesus perform some sign. 9 Herod questioned Jesus at length, but Jesus 
didn’t respond to him. 10 The chief priests and the legal experts were there, 
fiercely accusing Jesus. 11 Herod and his soldiers treated Jesus with contempt. 
Herod mocked him by dressing Jesus in elegant clothes and sent him back to 
Pilate. 12 Pilate and Herod became friends with each other that day. Before 
this, they had been enemies. 
Jesus and Barabbas 
13 Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the 
people. 14 He said to them, “You brought this man before me as one who was 
misleading the people. I have questioned him in your presence and found 
nothing in this man’s conduct that provides a legal basis for the charges you 
have brought against him. 15 Neither did Herod, because Herod returned him 
to us. He’s done nothing that deserves death. 16 Therefore, I’ll have him 
whipped, then let him go.”  
18 But with one voice they shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to 
us.” (19 Barabbas had been thrown into prison because of a riot that had 
occurred in the city, and for murder.) 
20 Pilate addressed them again because he wanted to release Jesus. 
21 They kept shouting out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
22 For the third time, Pilate said to them, “Why? What wrong has he done? 
I’ve found no legal basis for the death penalty in his case. Therefore, I will 
have him whipped, then let him go.” 
23 But they were adamant, shouting their demand that Jesus be crucified. 
Their voices won out. 24 Pilate issued his decision to grant their request. 25 He 
released the one they asked for, who had been thrown into prison because of 



 

 

a riot and murder. But he handed Jesus over to their will. 
On the way to the cross 
26 As they led Jesus away, they grabbed Simon, a man from Cyrene, who was 
coming in from the countryside. They put the cross on his back and made 
him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A huge crowd of people followed Jesus, including 
women, who were mourning and wailing for him. 28 Jesus turned to the 
women and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, don’t cry for me. Rather, cry for 
yourselves and your children. 29 The time will come when they will say, 
‘Happy are those who are unable to become pregnant, the wombs that never 
gave birth, and the breasts that never nursed a child.’ 30 Then they will say to 
the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 If they do these 
things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
Jesus on the cross 
32 They also led two other criminals to be executed with Jesus. 33 When they 
arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified him, along with the 
criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.” They drew lots as a 
way of dividing up his clothing. 
35 The people were standing around watching, but the leaders sneered at 
him, saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself if he really is the Christ 
sent from God, the chosen one.” 
36 The soldiers also mocked him. They came up to him, offering him sour 
wine 37 and saying, “If you really are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself.” 38 Above his head was a notice of the formal charge against him. It 
read “This is the king of the Jews.” 
39 One of the criminals hanging next to Jesus insulted him: “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40 Responding, the other criminal spoke harshly to him, “Don’t you fear God, 
seeing that you’ve also been sentenced to die? 41 We are rightly condemned, 
for we are receiving the appropriate sentence for what we did. But this man 
has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus replied, “I assure you that today you will be with me in paradise.” 
Jesus’ death 



 

 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness covered the whole earth until about 
three o’clock, 45 while the sun stopped shining. Then the curtain in the 
sanctuary tore down the middle. 46 Crying out in a loud voice, Jesus 
said, “Father, into your hands I entrust my life.” After he said this, he 
breathed for the last time. 
47 When the centurion saw what happened, he praised God, saying, “It’s 
really true: this man was righteous.” 48 All the crowds who had come 
together to see this event returned to their homes beating their chests after 
seeing what had happened. 49 And everyone who knew him, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance observing 
these things. 
Jesus’ burial 
50 Now there was a man named Joseph who was a member of the council. He 
was a good and righteous man. 51 He hadn’t agreed with the plan and actions 
of the council. He was from the Jewish city of Arimathea and eagerly 
anticipated God’s kingdom. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ 
body. 53 Taking it down, he wrapped it in a linen cloth and laid it in a tomb 
carved out of the rock, in which no one had ever been buried. 54 It was the 
Preparation Day for the Sabbath, and the Sabbath was quickly 
approaching. 55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed 
Joseph. They saw the tomb and how Jesus’ body was laid in it, 56 then they 
went away and prepared fragrant spices and perfumed oils. They rested on 
the Sabbath, in keeping with the commandment. 
 

Response:    All of this is from God, 
  Who entrusts us with the message of reconciliation. 
  Thanks be to God! 
                                   

Response to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.09) 
God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery  which the 
Scriptures describe in various ways. It is called the sacrifice of a 
lamb, a shepherd’s life given for his sheep, atonement by a 
priest; again it is ransom of a slave, payment of debt, vicarious 



 

 

satisfaction of a legal penalty, and victory over the powers of 
evil. These are expressions of a truth which remains beyond the 
reach of all theory in the depths of God’s love for humankind.  
They reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s 
reconciling work.  
 

*Hymn #101                    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”        
 

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering to God our Gifts 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory                                                                                Judy Smith                                 

*Doxology #592           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                 
 

Charge & Blessing                                                          
 

 

*Hymn #98                            “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                                      
 

*Postlude                                                                                          Judy Smith                                                    

 
Beecher Life April 10, 2022 
 

Prayer for today: 
Gracious God, as we enter this Holy Week, strengthen us to move beyond 
the festive parade of palms and to follow Jesus into the way of the cross, that 
united with him and all the faithful, we may one day enter through the gates 
of righteousness into the eternal city, the New Jerusalem, where we may 
praise you with Christ and the Holy Spirit forever. Amen. 
 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries:   1st Donna Marple,  
11th Rhianna Wessels, 21st Margo Northcutt, 28th Matthew Zinser 
 

 



 

 

Upcoming Events: 

April 14 –  Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 PM here at Beecher 
April 17 –  Easter, Christ is risen! Join us for an Easter breakfast & then stay 
                  for worship. Breakfast starts at 9:30 AM, worship at 10:30 AM 
April 23 -  Earth Day Celebration in the Garden 
April 24 – Dora Ernst Memorial Pancake Breakfast/brunch,  
                  Hopewell PC 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Prayer List  
Please pray for: the leaders of our nation, the churches of our presbytery, 
Ukraine, Joe, Melissa Eckerle, Marge Stoll, the Menefee family, Roy Heitman, 
Jerry Henry, Mike & Hila Illing, the Stryker’s, Margie Oelker, Bob Oelker, 
Alicia Smith, Daphne House, Hailey Smith, Ry Wessels, Rick Lowes, Jackie 
Rhodes, the Clearinghouse, Glen Wiesmann, Roberta Pavey, Phillip Smith, 
Steve Wessels, Terry Wilson, Deborah McLaughlin, Jim Thompson, Beecher 
Presbyterian Church, Jeri Smith.  
  
Minute for Mission: One Great Hour of Sharing 
‘Unstable Connection …’ 
     Those two words have taken on a deeper meaning in the past couple of 
years, haven’t they? For many, the words “unstable connection,” “weak 
connection” or worse, “lost connection,” are synonymous for an online 
meeting that has become frozen or dropped off. These dreaded words, 
popping up on a phone or computer, mean whatever is being offered isn’t 
getting through. It isn’t able to be shared. The connection is in jeopardy. 
     But simply stated, we fundamentally need to connect. People need to 
connect. 
     Through our Church, we connect, in whatever way we are able, with one 
another, and celebrate the many ways God connects with us. During Lent, 
we celebrate that God connects with us through Jesus’ resurrection and 
connects us with “those who have least” — that’s how Matthew 25 puts it — 
and that’s what One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is all about. Connecting. 
People who experience oppression, need, loss or lack, those are the people 
Jesus connected with, the Bible says, and they are the people we are invited 
to connect with today. 



 

 

     OGHS is the largest way Presbyterians connect with one another, and 
with our neighbors in need. We join with people whose connections are, too 
often, unstable; people experiencing poverty, oppression, hunger and 
disaster. The Church offers gifts of prayer, understanding and support, by 
participating in ministries of poverty alleviation and natural and human-
caused disaster relief, as well as self-development to ensure dignity for all. 
     Because of our gifts to OGHS, we connect with the Multicultural Alliance 
for a Safe Environment in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Together we unite to 
halt environmental degradation and its impact on the people of the Navajo 
Nation by assisting in a collaborative effort to secure access to clean water — 
and thus address the large numbers of birth defects, miscarriages and types 
of cancer impacting our neighbors there. 
     We connect with the Resource Center in Matamoros at the southern 
border of the United States who accompanies our neighbors who are seeking 
asylum due to economic problems, violence and corruption. Together, we 
share food, tents and blankets as well as a place for refugees to have access 
to legal teams, medical teams and social support services. 
     OGHS connects us with the Civil Society Coalition for Poverty Eradication 
in Northern Nigeria, where cycles of conflict and food insecurity have been a 
tragic reality. 
     For over 70 years, the offerings of thousands of congregations like ours 
have come together to participate in God’s healing, tending and growing to 
create a world where all needs are met. Through One Great Hour of Sharing 
… we stabilize, we strengthen those who are weak, we connect. 
     Please give generously, for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 
Let us pray: 
Heal us, oh Savior, that we might understand and grow our relationships 
with all those in need. Thank you for connecting us with one another and 
with you. Amen 
   

Visit Beecher’s Website: Beecherpcusa.org 
Email: BeecherPCUSA@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/beecherpresbyterianchurch  
Pastor - Bob Northcutt cell: (804) 338-1261              Treasurer – Mike Eckerle   

Clerk/Financial Secretary - Melissa Eckerle            Organists - Judy Smith  


